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10 a.m. Thursday, June 20, 2024

[Mr. Getson in the chair]

The Chair: All right. Since my watch doesn’t work, we’ll say it’s 10
o’clock. We’ll call the meeting to order. Welcome, all the staff and
guests, to the meeting of the Standing Committee on Legislative
Offices.

I’m Shane Getson, the MLA for Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland. I call it
God’s country; so do my constituents at this point. I’d like to ask
all those members joining the committee at the table to introduce
themselves. As always, Hansard is taking care of the microphones
here for us at this point. Starting off to my right.

Mr. Dyck: MLA Nolan Dyck.

Mr. Eggen: Good morning. My name is David Eggen, and I'm
substituting for David Shepherd, I believe. Yeah.

Ms Renaud: Marie Renaud, St. Albert.

Ms Tischer: I'm Lyndsay Tischer. I'm the director of HR for the
Legislative Assembly Office.

Ms Dean: Good morning. Shannon Dean, Clerk of the Assembly.

The Chair: Excellent. We’ll go to introductions online, in no particular
order. I see MLA Eremenko.

Member Eremenko: Good morning. MLA Janet Eremenko for
Calgary-Currie.

The Chair: Again, in no particular order, I see MLA Heather Sweet.

Ms Sweet: Good morning. MLA Heather Sweet, substituting for
MLA Amanda Chapman.

The Chair: Thanks, MLA Sweet.
I also see MLA Hunter.

Mr. Hunter: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Grant Hunter, MLA for Taber-
Warner.

The Chair: Excellent.
I see MLA Glenn van Dijken.

Mr. van Dijken: Glenn van Dijken, MLA for Athabasca-Barrhead-
Westlock constituency.

The Chair: I also see MLA Sinclair.

Mr. Sinclair: Good morning, everyone. Scott Sinclair, MLA for
Lesser Slave Lake.
Thank you.

The Chair: Perfect. Appreciate it.

If I’ve missed anyone online, let me know. It kind of feels like
“Mirror, mirror on the wall” looking at these things sometimes.

So Mr. Eggen . ..

Mr. Long: I’'m pretty sure you missed me, Mr. Chair.
The Chair: Oh, there we go. MLA Long. Yeah. Please go ahead, sir.

Mr. Long: Feels like there’s a particular order if you’re missing
me.
Martin Long, the MLA for West Yellowhead.

The Chair: Well, so all the committee members know, I am wearing
glasses today, so I’'m going to blame it on that, of looking over top of
the rims. Appreciate that.

For the record I’d note the following substitutions: the hon. Mr.
Eggen, as noted here earlier, is substituting for Mr. Shepherd, and,
as noted, the hon. Ms Sweet is substituting for Ms Chapman.

As we noted, microphones are operated by Hansard. Committee
proceedings are being live streamed on the Internet and broadcast
on Alberta Assembly TV. Members participating remotely, which
is a number here today, are prepared to speak when called upon,
and videoconference participants are encouraged to have their
cameras on if possible when speaking, and when not, please mute
your lines. Of course, just common meeting courtesy for everyone
else: make sure your cellphone is in the least intrusive mode as
possible for operation.

With that, fasten your chinstraps; we’re ready to go.

On the agenda will be the draft meeting agenda today. Would anyone
like to propose any amendments or move a motion to move the agenda?

Mr. Eggen: I move the agenda.

The Chair: Perfect. We’ll just flash that up on the screen. As moved,
the proposed meeting agenda as distributed on June 20, 2024. All in
favour? Any opposed? Online, all in favour? Any opposed? Motion
carried.

The next item is approval of minutes from the previous meeting. The
minutes from our last meeting have been distributed. Would anyone
like to propose any amendments or move a motion to approve the
minutes from the last meeting?

Mr. Dyck: I’ll move to approve it.

The Chair: MLA Dyck.
And do we have something on the board? I guess it doesn’t
matter. That looks good to you?

Mr. Dyck: Yes.

The Chair: In the room, all in favour? Any opposed? Online, all in
favour? I didn’t see any opposed. Motion carried.

Officers of the Legislature, so the Acting Chief Electoral Officer, the
officer compensation, and public service and general increase for
management. I’m moving to the main items for our order of business.
We have a few matters to address, the appointment of the Acting Chief
Electoral Officer and compensation for the officers of the Legislature.
It is also reasonable to expect that there will be discussion of specific
details of compensation for individuals. Of course, for those I'd
recommend that the committee move to in camera when we do those.
As always, any motions following our discussion will be dealt with as
we return to the record.

Does that sound amiable to everyone? Would anyone be
interested in having a motion to that effect?

Mr. Dyck: Motion to go in camera.

The Chair: MLA Dyck. We’ll throw something up on the screen
here.

Mr. Dyck: Do you want me to read this in?

The Chair: Sure. Well, we’ll just read it, and we’ll see if the clerks
can catch up. We’re moving very expeditiously this morning. Go
ahead, MLA Dyck.

Mr. Dyck: I move that we move in camera for our next discussion.
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The Chair: Okay. We might want to add a few other things to that, that
the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices meet in camera, that the
required staff from the Legislative Assembly Office remain in
attendance for the discussion, and we’ll be covering the appointment of
the Acting Chief Electoral Officer and related matters, compensation
for the Deputy Chief Electoral Officer, and compensation for the
officers of the Legislature. Does that sound like what you wanted to
say?

Mr. Dyck: You know, you read my mind, Chair. Thank you very
much for just wrapping up that thought.

The Chair: Perfect. Thank you. That’s what I had there.
All those in favour? Any opposed? Online, all those in favour?
Any opposed? Seeing none, motion carried.

[The committee met in camera from 10:06 a.m. to 10:24 a.m.]

The Chair: Thanks for returning, folks. We are back on the record.
Hansard has control when it comes to operating our microphones
again, so you don’t have to be touching on those.

Quick reminder: I’ll open the floor for proposals regarding re-
commendations for the appointment of the Acting Chief Electoral
Officer. Is there anyone wanting to make that motion?

Mr. Dyck: I would love to make that motion.
The Chair: MLA Dyck.

Mr. Dyck: I’ll just wait for it to be up on the screen. I move that
the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices recommend to the
Lieutenant Governor in Council that LaRae Petrowsky be
appointed under section 3(2) of the Election Act as the Acting
Chief Electoral Officer effective July 4, 2024, until such time as
an individual is appointed to the position of Chief Electoral
Officer or the appointment expires in accordance with section
3(2), whichever occurs first.

The Chair: Thank you, MLA Dyck.

All in favour in the room, please say aye. Say it a little louder,
guys. Okay. There we go. Any opposed? Online, all those in favour,
please say aye. Any opposed? Hearing none,

motion carried.

Next item we have is the Acting Chief Electoral Officer
compensation. I will ask if there is anyone looking to open up
the floor for discussion or maybe to move a motion.

Mr. Dyck: Can I just move the motion, Chair?

The Chair: I’m okay with that if there’s no discussion. Please go
ahead, MLA Dyck.

Mr. Dyck: Excellent. I move that
the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices approve the
payment of a salary equal to 65 per cent of the development
maximum for the senior official A range to LaRae Petrowsky,
Acting Chief Electoral Officer, for the duration of her
appointment as Acting Chief Electoral Officer.

The Chair: Excellent. All those in favour in the room? Any opposed?
Online, all those in favour, please say aye. Any opposed? Hearing
none,

motion carried.

Deputy Chief Electoral Officer compensation request. Our final
item for discussion is under agenda item 4(a). It’s the compensation
request, the Deputy Chief Electoral Officer. Is there any discussion
on the matter?

Mr. Dyck: I’d like to move the motion.

The Chair: Oh, sorry. MLA Eggen.

Mr. Eggen: Oh, no. He’s . ..

The Chair: Any discussion?

Mr. Eggen: Oh, we want to discuss it first. Yeah.
The Chair: Okay. Please go ahead.

Ms Renaud: Actually, I do have a few comments that I would like
to put on the record about this particular item. You know, given that
we’ve already approved this activity, this move that we’re doing, in
November, with the motion moved by the Member for Taber-
Warner, I do believe we should approve this. However, I certainly
hope that the UCP members don’t intend to once again go back to
any of these officers and limit their budgets.

I think we had a very lengthy discussion one of the last meetings,
where . ..

The Chair: I hesitate to interrupt. We’re on Deputy Chief Electoral
Officer compensation.

Ms Renaud: Yeah. The 3 per cent adjustment?
The Chair: No.

Ms Renaud: Oh, I apologize. I’'m sorry. I’ll just take those comments
off.

The Chair: No. Keep your powder dry. There’s another item coming
up that you might want to . ..

Ms Renaud: Sure. I’'m sorry.
The Chair: Okay.
Ms Renaud: I thought that’s where we were at.

The Chair: No problem.

So the final item that we have is Deputy Chief Electoral Officer.
Any discussions on that matter?

Hearing none, is there anyone prepared to move a motion?

Mr. Dyck: I would love to move a motion.
The Chair: MLA Dyck.

Mr. Dyck: I move that
the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices approve the
payment of a salary equal to 70 per cent of the development
maximum for the senior official A salary range to Pamela
Renwick, Deputy Chief Electoral Officer, for the period May 30
to July 4, 2024, inclusive.

The Chair: Okay. All in favour in the room? Any opposed? Online,
all those in favour, please say aye. Any opposed? Hearing none,
motion carried.

The next item we have is the officer compensation, the Alberta public
service general increase for management. Moving on to agenda 4(b),
we have the officer compensation, Alberta public service general
management increase. Does anyone have any discussion or comments
or proposals? I see MLA Renaud.

Ms Renaud: Okay. Now it’s the appropriate time. Given that we
already approved this in November, with the motion, as I said a
little earlier, by the Member for Taber-Warner, we should approve
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this. However, I do hope that the UCP members don’t intend to once
again go back to any of these officers and limit their budgets.

We spent a lot of time one of the last meetings talking about, or
the UCP were talking about, why it was essential to cut their
budgets after a presentation that I thought was really quite inclusive
and really detailed. They explained why they needed to increase
their budgets, and it really was related to the increases to some of
the lawyers and some of the other positions that they really didn’t
have any choice about. So it was unfortunate to see the UCP cut
that budget to this office. Now, you know, we are increasing this
budget.

Anyway, I would also like to remind members that a few months
later the previous Chief Electoral Officer in his budget submission
explained the increased cost being felt by the changes the UCP made
around quarterly reporting and how this was leading to overpayments
and additional workloads, yet the government didn’t feel Elections
Alberta needed extra bodies or money to address these overpayments.
I will remind anyone listening: it is only the UCP that collect through
their constituency associations, so it is only the UCP adding to this
workload and benefiting when their donors pay too much.

Naturally, I do support the increase, the 3 per cent increase.

10:30
The Chair: I hesitate to interrupt.

Ms Renaud: I’ll finish my comments.
The Chair: Just for the record, Member . . .

Ms Renaud: Yes, I will vote in favour of the 3 per cent increase.
Thanks.

The Chair: Just for the record and clarification, again, this is in regard
to five electoral officers’ salaries, not their entire operating budgets.
This is just so the member knows she’s clear what she’s voting on.

Ms Renaud: Well, I understand that, but it is coming out of a
budget.

The Chair: Okay. Just so the member is clear, what she’s voting
on is five electoral officers.

Ms Renaud: I'm very clear.

The Chair: Okay. Is there any other further discussion?
Mr. Dyck: None for me. Can I move the motion?

The Chair: You absolutely may, MLA Dyck.

Mr. Dyck: Excellent. Well, thank you, Chair. I move that
the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices approve a
compensation adjustment for the officers of the Legislature that
parallels the 3 per cent April 2024 general increase provided to
senior officials in the Alberta public service.

The Chair: Hearing the motion, all those in favour? Any opposed?
Online, all those in favour, please say aye. Any opposed? Hearing
none,

motion carried.

Other business. Are there any other business items that the committee
would wish to discuss at this time?

Seeing, hearing none, there are no other motions here. The next
meeting, the agenda, will be called at — the chair will obviously
send it out to everybody to do a straw poll or Doodle poll, as it
were, to make sure we can have time. We do have to meet again.

That comes to the favourite part of the meeting, the adjournment.
Is there anyone wishing to move an adjournment of the meeting?
MLA Eggen. So moved. All in favour? Any opposed? Online, all
those in favour? Any opposed? Motion carried.

We’ll see you next time. Thank you, everyone, for your time.

[The committee adjourned at 10:32 a.m.]



LO-100 Legislative Offices June 20, 2024







Published under the Authority of the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)

  /CalCMYKProfile (None)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6

  /CompressObjects /Off

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness false

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts false

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages false

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages false

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages false

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages false

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages false

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages false

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages false

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages false

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages false

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /ENU ([Based on 'Priority Pdf'] [Based on 'Priority Pdf'] [Based on 'Priority Pdf'] [Based on 'Priority Pdf'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames false

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        9

        9

        9

        9

      ]

      /ConvertColors /NoConversion

      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /ClipComplexRegions false

        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines true

        /ConvertTextToOutlines false

        /GradientResolution 600

        /LineArtTextResolution 3000

        /PresetName (280 sublima)

        /PresetSelector /UseName

        /RasterVectorBalance 1

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.250000

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks true

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect false

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



